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News for release:   XX DATE 2011
XXX BOOKSHOP HOSTS XXX AUTHORS DURING 
NATIONAL WEEK TO CELEBRATE INDEPENDENCE 

Independent Booksellers Week, 18th-25th June 2011

Customers at xxx BOOKSHOP in xxx TOWN/CITY can look forward to a wide variety of special events and activities this month when the shop takes part in Independent Booksellers’ Week (IBW) from 18th- 25th June.
The bookshop, which is located on xxx STREET, is one of over 250 around the country which has signed up to this annual campaign.  The week-long promotion is designed to showcase the unique role played by ‘the indies’ in their communities.

Among the events planned at xxx bookshop are author visits and talks, competitions, children’s storytelling, workshops and in-store promotions.  
They include:

· List events and dates here (can include events to tie in with National Reading Group Day on 25th June)
Customers requiring tickets or more information should telephone xxx/ email xxx, or look at the bookshop’s website: www.xxx.
EXAMPLE QUOTE: xxx proprietor of the xxx bookshop said: “We are delighted to be involved in Independent Booksellers Week as it puts a national spotlight on the ‘indies’ and how we not only sell books, but put an emphasis on personal service and getting to know our customers.    Whilst we regularly host events, we are particularly looking forward to xxx, which I know will be hugely popular and one of the highlights of our week.”  
A major part of IBW is the annual Independent Booksellers’ Book Prize for 2011, which is supported by independent booksellers across the country.  A shortlist of ten adult and twelve children’s titles were selected by a judging panel of independent booksellers who chose them as the best independent titles for 2011, from nominations put forward by publishers.  The Prize is unique in that the winning authors are voted for by the public, so the winners have been voted for by both independent booksellers and their customers.    

Voting opens on the first day of IBW, the 18th June, and closes 30th August.  Members of the public can vote using a leaflet they can pick up from the display at  XXX BOOKSHOP in-store, or by emailing their votes to sharon.down@booksellers.org.uk. The winners will be announced in September.

Independent Booksellers Week is an initiative run by the Booksellers Association, that takes place in June every year, and is widely supported by publishers and authors nationwide.

-Ends-
For further information please contact: bookshop contact: xxxx
NOTES TO EDITORS:
INDEPENDENT BOOKSELLERS WEEK, 18th- 25th JUNE 2011

· Independent Booksellers Week (IBW), now in its fifth year, is a celebration of independent bookshops nationwide, and the important part that ‘indies’ play in their communities and the excellent, personal service they provide for customers.  

· Hundreds of events and promotions will be taking place at independent bookshops around the country. Local bookshops who take part in IBW are supported by the BA with the preparation of toolkit packs, including information on how to engage with the local community and media, and point-of-sale materials.  

· Brand new for 2011 is National Reading Group Day, which takes place on Saturday 25th June, a new initiative spearheaded by BA President, Jane Streeter, which will allow booksellers to focus on the Reading Group phenomenon, organise their own Reading Group Day, or partner with other organisations, such as local libraries, to create a lively reading group initiative.  
THE BOOKSELLERS ASSOCIATION

· The Booksellers Association (BA) of the United Kingdom and Ireland Limited [“BA”], representing over 95% of the specialist booksellers in the UK and Ireland, is committed to providing the widest possible range of services to its membership, the value of which far outweigh the cost of being a member.
· The BA is an inclusive association, representing bookshop chains, general and specialist independents, institutional suppliers, wholesalers, and supermarkets who sell books.  
· The Association is very active in representing booksellers’ interests to publishers, the UK Government and the European Commission.  But the BA particularly focuses on providing services to help its members increase sales and reduce costs, e.g. Electronic Gift Cards, which help facilitate the gifting of books in a modern, easy and attractive way (only BA members can sell and exchange Book Tokens).  
· The BA also organises the annual Book Industry Conference, the conference for academic booksellers and publishers, and is a sponsor of The London Book Fair.   

IBW BOOKPRIZE – SHORTLISTED TITLES
Independent Booksellers’ Book Prize 2011 – Adults’ Shortlist

	Title
	Author
	Publisher

	The Hare with Amber Eyes
	Edmund de Waal
	Vintage Books

	The Thousand Autumns of Jacob de Zoet 
	David Mitchell
	Sceptre

	Empire of the Clouds
	James Hamilton-Paterson
	Faber and Faber

	The Betrayal
	Helen Dunmore
	Fig Tree/Penguin

	The Man in the Wooden Hat
	Jane Gardam
	Abacus

	Skippy Dies
	Paul Murray
	Penguin

	The Empty Family
	Colm Toibin 
	Penguin

	The Forgotten Highlander
	Alistair Urquhart
	Abacus

	Peter Pan’s First XI
	Kevin Telfer
	Sceptre

	The Butterfly Isles
	Patrick Barkham
	Granta


Independent Booksellers’ Book Prize 2011 – Children’s Shortlist

	Title
	Author
	Publisher

	The Dead
	Charlie Higson
	Puffin

	CHERUB: Shadow Wave
	Robert Muchamore
	Hodder Children’s

	The Kane Chronicles: Red Pyramid
	Rick Riordan
	Puffin

	The Joshua Files: Dark Parallel
	MG Harris
	Scholastic

	The 13 Secrets
	Michelle Harrison
	Simon & Schuster

	Artemis Fowl & The Atlantis Complex
	Eoin Colfer
	Puffin

	Time Riders: The Doomsday Code
	Alex Scarrow
	Puffin

	An Imaginary Menagerie
	Roger McGough
	Frances Lincoln

	Young Samurai: The Ring of Water
	Chris Bradford
	Puffin

	The Saga of Larten Crepsley: Birth of a Killer
	Darren Shan
	HarperCollins Children’s

	School According to Humphrey
	Betty G Birney
	Faber Children’s

	Magicalamity
	Kate Saunders
	Scholastic
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