Dear IBW Bookseller,

We are delighted to bring you this time lots of information on three authors from Random House Children’s Books.

1. Joel Stewart is a critically acclaimed illustrator who grew up in Sheffield after spending his earliest years in a commune in the wilds near Barnsley. 

Dexter Bexley and the Big Blue Beastie was the first Dexter Bexley book from Joel and won the Bronze Award for the Nestle Children’s Book Prize in 2007.  Now, Joel Stewart is back with another glorious tale, Dexter Bexley and the Big Blue Beastie on the Road, which will be published by Doubleday Childrens on 3rd June 2010.

Joel would be the perfect candidate to do a storytelling session with younger children.  However, Joel is happy to work with the bookseller to develop any event ideas they may have.  Joel currently lives in Hackney, in East London and would prefer to do events in the Greater London region.

2. Pete Johnson’s new novel, The Vampire Blog, (ISBN: 9780440869351, £4.99 paperback) is published in June 2010 and his previous work has drawn the following comments:
“Pete Johnson is a hilarious writer” The Mail on Sunday
“Pete Johnson (is) one of our best contemporary children's humourists.” TES

“Pete Johnson has proved himself time and time again to be an author of exceptional talents” The School Librarian

Pete lives in St Albans, Herts.  To find out more about Pete Johnson visit his website www.petejohnsonauthor.com 

3. Pocket Cats is a magical new series written by Kitty Wells aka Lee Weatherly, and she is available for events perfect for dazzling 5+ girls.  

Lee Weatherly was born in Little Rock, Arkansas, USA. She moved to the UK in 1995, and now lives in Basingstoke, Hampshire with her husband. Lee’s first book for children, Child X, was published by David Fickling Books in June 2002. It was shortlisted for the Sheffield Book Award, the Leicester Book Award and the Red House Children’s Book Award. Lee has written three more books for older children for DFB, and is also the author of Bloomsbury’s Glitterwings Academy series for younger children.

NB though Lee will sadly not be around during IBW, she is open to bookshop events at the end of May or early July.

To find out more about any of these author and availability, contact CGotch@randomhouse.co.uk 

