Dear IBW Bookseller,
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National Reading Group Day – 25th June 2011
We are really delighted to be working with The Reading Agency (TRA) and with Book Aid International (BAI) on our Reading Group activity.  As you know, the second Saturday of IBW, 25th June, is National Reading Group Day.  We’d encourage you all to think about reading group activity that day, and on the site we have a few suggestions for what you might do - http://tinyurl.com/3tqgxfp 
The Reading Agency is also working on a great initiative, Reading Groups for Everyone, and they are promoting National Reading Group Day on their site to all their users.  Libraries are the main users of TRA, and the main focus for Reading Groups for Everyone.  However, we are certain there could be a lot of crossover between independent booksellers and libraries.  Often, you’ll be connected anyway, but National Reading Group Day could provide you with a good opportunity to forge a new and very valuable relationship with that library.  Often, bookshop customers and library users are the same people, and both you and the local library are well placed to create and host reading group activity, or any book-related event.  We know of many bookshop/library partnerships, and we would love to hear of more.
So, here’s a list of thoughts; if you like them, go for it!

1. Visit www.readinggroups.org – you will see their promotion of National Reading Group Day, and also a wealth of information about reading groups, books, and the reading group community.  It’s a fantastic resource, and we’d encourage you to use it.

2. Register your own shop reading groups on the site.

3. Encourage your customers to register their reading groups on the site.

4. Make contact with your local library and see if they run reading groups – think about how you might cross-promote your activity and how you might get a library reading group into your shop.

5. Use National Reading Group Day as a launchpad for a joint bookshop/library event, inviting all library and bookshop reading group members to a big joint event.

6. Let us know of any existing – or planned – joint bookshop/library activity in your community.  We would love to build up a bank of Reading Group Case Studies that we can use in future years.

7. Create a local competition to find the most popular Reading Group title of the year.

8. Think about using the IBW Book Award Titles as Reading Group choices.

9. Have a look at the Book Aid International resources on the IBW site and think about making charity fund-raising part of your NRGD activity - £2 is all it costs to send a book to sub-Saharan Africa, and you can use the BAI materials to make that connection really easily.

Best wishes, Meryl & Sharon
PS don’t forget FATHER’S DAY is part of IBW this year – take a look at the Father’s Day POS on the IndieBound site – www.indiebound.org.uk – click on POS Items to Download and use ‘community’ as your password.

